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FRIENDLY SOCIETIES: AUSTRALIA

ABS Product Number 5660.0.40.001

Enclosed are the Friendly Societies tables for the quarter ended

December 2001.

If you have any enquiries about these statistics,
please contact Rozina Jeffreys on (02) 6252 5384.



About the data service

Key points

Next release

This data service presents quarterly statistics on the assets
and liabilities of friendly societies.

The total assets of friendly societies was just under $6 billion
at 31 December 2001, virtually unchanged from the
September 2001 quarter. Short term securities decreased
$0.2 billion (9%) while long term securities increased by the
same amount and percentage during the quarter. Short and
long term securities accounted for 64% of total assets.

Friday 31 May 2002 (March 2002 release)
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DATA SERVICE

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES - (5660.0.40.001)
EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction

The statistics have been compiled from data furnished to the ABS by 36 of the largest friendly
societies in the quarterly Survey of Balance Sheet Information.

Scope

2 A friendly society for the purposes of the survey is any organisation registered as a
friendly society under the appropriate State legislation. All assets and liabilities of the
friendly societies arising from services offered by them are within scope.

Coverage

3 The information in this table is compiled from data furnished to the ABS by 36 of the
largest friendly societies as part of the Survey of Financial Information. These societies
approximated 95 per cent of the total assets of friendly societies as at June 1992.

Basis of valuation

4 Respondents to the survey are requested to report assets at their market value.

Financial Instruments

5 The classification of financial instrument used follows that set out in the ABS
Publication Australian National Accounts, Financial Accounts (5232.0). A definition of
these instruments is contained in that publication.

Revisions

6 Revisions to previously published statistics are included in this publication.

Other publications

7 Readers may also wish to refer to the following publication which is available on
request: Managed Funds: Australia (5655.0) -- issued quarterly.

Symbols and other usages

8 Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies may occur between sums of the
component items and totals.



Electronic services

9 DISCOVERY. Key *656# for selected current economic, social and
demographic statistics.

PC-AUSSTATS. Thousands of up-to-date time series are available on

this ABS on-line service. For further information phone
the PC-AUSSTATS Help Desk on (02) 6252 6017.

PC-TELESTATS. This service provides:

- foreign trade statistics tailored to user's requirements.
Further information is available on (02) 6252 5404.

- text and tables for selected Main Economic Indicator
publications.

Further information is available on (02) 6252 5572.

Floppy disk service

10 Selected ABS statistics are available on floppy disk. Further information is available on (02)
6252 6684.



